presence of significant cognitive impairment, and recommended against using screening procedures based on a MiniMental State Examination or on the judgement of a third party.
JACKIE MORRIS
To highlight the diversity in this 10 chapter book I will highlight some areas discussed: (i) the differences in having your first child at 20 versus 45 years of age or losing your job at 25 versus 55 years; (ii) the increasing numbers of children or step-children who co-habit giving care which affects older people; (iii) the 'children in the middle' phenomenon when women in their 40s or 50s are simultaneously looking after adolescents and elderly parents; (iv) 13% of unemployed men aged 16-49 years have been unemployed for three years or more compared with 43% of those aged 60-64 years in the UK; (v) 58% of 60-yearold men are employed but only 34% at the age of 64 years.
I would recommend this book as a basis for improving knowledge of Social Gerontology and providing fascinating anecdotes to quote on ward rounds and at dinner parties. Most clinicians will find at least one of the chapters to be a source of information as to how the future practice of Elderly Care Medicine will adjust as social and family support alters beyond recognition. 
MARGOT GOSNEY

